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Newsletter Coordinator Needed

Neighbor Spotlight: Anne & Dan
Baumgartner, p. 2

by Lisl Christie

Neighborhood Meeting,
August 5
This may be a virtual meeting; check
your email closer to the date for
details. Social time at 6:30 p.m.;
meeting 7-8 p.m.

Got New Neighbors?
Please email Lacinda Moore, our
Welcome Wagon
representative:
lacinda.r.moore@
gmail.com. She’ll help
new residents feel right
at home!

Police Assistance
Sergeant Matthies is in charge of our
neighborhood’s beat. You can reach
him at 543-3600 x4023 or
bmatthies@srcity.org.

Website
At ridgwayhistoricna.org
you’ll find photos from
past events, social-media
locations, event calendars,
and much more!

This is my last quarter as the Ridgway newsletter
coordinator. If you like to write, meet new people, and
build community, please consider joining our board as the
new coordinator! This job requires a chunk of time once
every three months, as well as basic computer layout skills
and an interest in sharing stories with your neighbors. If
you’d like to apply, please contact Bryan Much at
(707)332-1117 or bryanmuch@gmail.com.

Connecting with Neighbors for
Preparedness!
by Kathleen Kraemer
One thing we've learned from the pandemic is that we
never know what's around the corner. And although (and
unfortunately) fire season is once again on the horizon, the
probability of an earthquake in our area (though out of
sight and mostly out of mind) remains high: the current
geologic prediction is that there is a 33% chance of a major
(6.7+ earthquake) within the next 16 years. Yikes. Being safely
prepared and knowing how to survive well without city
services are our best tools of resiliency. If you want more
information on how to prepare and want to know who your
"block captain" is, contact our RHNA chair, Bryan Much,
at (707)332-1117 or Kathleen Kraemer at (707)477-6139.
Looking forward to connecting.

Roundabout Garden Update
by Lisl Christie
Thank you to Ed and Rhonda Henicle for stepping up to
water the garden. Our other water volunteers are Ken
Pasek, Judy Depanu, and Alton Irons. Ken has stayed on as
the garden coordinator. Thank you to all for keeping these
lovely plantings looking lush and beautiful in every season!
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Neighbor Spotlight: Anne & Dan Baumgartner
by Lisl Christie
Have you seen a house at 408 Denton Way that

school. They got married after college, and Dan

always has artwork in the window? This is the home

started a business while Anne became an art

of Anne and Dan Baumgartner. The couple just

teacher. The two were always involved as

moved to Santa Rosa in July 2019, and they’ve quickly

volunteers with the Young Life ministry, and Dan

fallen in love with this area. They especially love the

always had a sense of a higher calling and

friendliness of neighbors, our proximity to downtown

becoming a leader. As he started to take on more

and Santa Rosa High School, and the vibrant energy

church leadership positions, he noticed that

of young people living and walking through our

people kept asking him why he didn’t become a

neighborhood.

minister. Dan heard the call and the couple moved

I first met the Baumgartners on a walk at the
beginning of the shelter in place. We have a mutual
friend who had encouraged me to connect with them,
and I’m so glad I did! Anne and I both bake, and all
spring and summer we’ve had fun dropping surprise
brownies and cookies on each other’s porches.

to Princeton, New Jersey, for seminary. From
there, they moved to a church in Minneapolis for
three years, back to Seattle for 11 years, on to Los
Angeles, and finally to The Cove, a Presbyterian
church in Santa Rosa. Along the way, the
Baumgartners raised three kids. Anne said that she
and Dan have always built community around

Anne and Dan grew up in Seattle and met in high

themselves. “Every place has really felt like home.”
While Dan has
followed a ministry
path, Anne has always
been an art teacher.
She taught art in
kindergarten through
fifth grade in Seattle,
and earned her
Master of Fine Arts.
She has taught and
practiced art
wherever she has
lived - in rented
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Pacific University, during retreats, and partnered with Journey Center Santa Rosa to teach a class called
through churches. She even created

“Be the Bridge,” which focuses on racial justice and

middle-of-the-night guerrilla art in Los reconciliation.
Angeles!

Anne and Dan Baumgartner are excited to be part of a community

These days, Anne has an art studio in

where residents take care of their homes and gardens, and I am

her own home, and a subscription art

thrilled that they have moved to our neighborhood! Be sure to

program; for 70 subscribers, she

walk by their house at 408 Denton Way to see the artwork in the

creates four pieces of art per year.

window!

Anne loves the post oﬃce, and has
organized a postal collective to teach
folks how to make their own beautiful
postcards. Anne has also created
prayer trees at The Cove, where
anyone from the congregation or
community can write a prayer on a
card and tie it to a tree.
During our conversation, I was
especially interested in what ministry
looks like during a pandemic and
racial-justice protests. Leading a
congregation of 130 people virtually
can be a challenge, but there are also
benefits. Through Zoom calls, videos,
phone conversations, and check-ins
with congregants, Dan has had the
opportunity to be a pastor to
individuals, rather than devoting so
much time and energy to managerial
tasks.
This year’s racial-justice protests have
drawn many participants from The
Cove, and Dan speaks on racial justice
in his sermons. The Cove has also

Anne’s current project, a collage painting inspired by walks in the
neighborhood.
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Please support our business sponsors.

10% discount for Ridgway neighbors!

RHNA Board of Directors
Bryan Much, Chair, bryanmuch@gmail.com, 332-1117
Jon Phillips, Vice Chair, jon@jbphillips.net, 529-4990
Eric Haugen, Secretary, enhaugen@yahoo.com
Trina de La Chapelle, Treasurer, trinadlc@gmail.com, 217-0283
Lisl Christie, Newsletter Coordinator, lislchristie@gmail.com
Michelle Marques, Communication Coordinator,
marquesmaverick@gmail.com, 799-3964
The purpose of RHNA is to provide information and organized activities to benefit our neighborhood. We
work together by consensus as a forum to address community needs, concerns and interests.
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